
What constitutes decolonial actions in archives and how does 

How do related concepts of reciprocity, repatriation, and reparation
simultaneously expands and limits our approaches to decolonization? 

His talk, which will discuss recent decolonization and 
Indigenization practices in archival spaces and collections, 
addresses the questions: 

          this work actually advance Indigenous sovereignty and self-determination? 

In addition, Dr. Punzalan will discuss the promises and challenges of decolonial work
in archives while clarifying the role of reciprocal and reparative actions as means to
achieve a culturally-responsive and historically-minded stewardship.

Reciprocity, Repatriation, 
& Reparation in the Archives: 

DR. RICARDO
PUNZALAN

THE RHETORIC & COMPOSITION PROGRAM PRESENTS






Dr. Ricardo L. Punzalan is a scholar of archives and digital curation. He studies community access and use of
anthropological data in archives, as well as the digitization of ethnographic records held in libraries, archives,
and museums. He is currently an associate professor at the School of Information and on the faculty of the
Museum Studies Program at the University of Michigan. He codirects ReConnect/ReCollect: Reparative
Connections to Philippine Collections at the University of Michigan, a project that develops the framework for,
and the practice of, reparative work for Philippine collections acquired by the university during the US colonial
period. He is currently co-chair of the Archival Repatriation Committee of the Society of American Archivists.

Dr. Punzalan's presentation will reflect on archival decolonization
and the implications of the following quote attributed to Lilla
Watson, an Indigenous Australian artist and activist:

“If you have come to help me you are wasting your
time. But if you have come because your liberation
is bound up with mine, then let us work together.” 
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