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Dr. Jennifer Wells: Spreading the Word

If you attended the 2009 4Cs in San
Francisco and you took advantage of
the Local Arrangements Committee’s
food guide to direct you to some great
eats, you've got our very own Dr. Jen-
nifer Wells to thank for that. “T wrote
that--1 took that job very seriously’, she
says, half-seriously. A foodie and local
explorer, Dr. Wells, now located in Tal-
lahassee, is the latest addition to FSU's
Rhetoric and Composition program.
And one thing is obvious about Dr.
Wells: the new head of FSU's Reading-
Writing Centers (RWC) and Digital
Studios (DS) works tirelessly and pas-
sionately at her job; her enthusiasm is
infectious.

during our
meeting, she

from an un-
dergraduate
tutor setting
up a RWC/
DS travel-
ing booth at FSU's Market Wednesdays.

“I've got an undergraduate student doing

an independent study who's been doing

tables at Market Wednesday, and she’s

also doing a great job at promoting™ Dr.
Wells confides, with a note of pride for
her student in her voice.

Certainly, promotion is crucial for
the success of the RW(/DS. Community
outreach and student partnerships serve
as Dr. Wells' main focus. “You have to
identify who these people are that you
want to build partnerships with.” As a
result of her successful networking ef-

(Case in point:

received a call

forts, Dr. Wells has been able to se-
cure additional funds for the RW(/
DS to pay undergraduate tutors and
to promote the centers to the com-
munity. All told, in her very first
semester here, student attendance at
the centers has skyrocketed.

On top of all that, she recently
published The Successful High
School Writing Center, co-written
with Dawn Fels, that draws on
her experiences as a coordinator
for Mercy High School’s writing
center. By focusing on the tremen-
dous efforts of high school writing
centers across the country, this
book aims to demonstrate that there
are great things occuring in these

often marginalized spaces: “We were
definitely aware that there was so much
more going on in high school writ-

ing centers than anyone really knows
about.” Again demonstrating her close
working relationship with her tutors, a
chapter was also
co-written with
students from
her center.

So all this leads
to the inevitable
question: “So
when do you
sleep?” “Well,”
she laughs, “very
late.”
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Natalie Szymanski is a third-year PhD student and a
WPA Assistant, and she couldn’t be happier.”’I love it!
I like it because it's really connected to what I want
to do. T want to work as a WPA, and so
it's nice getting to see the larger structures
that go on behind the scenes.” Natalie also
enjoys another bonus of her job: having
conversations with and helping out other
TAs. “Part of this assistantship is learn-
ing that there are a ton of different ways
to teach composition effectively and being
able to validate that in all the conversa-
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tions I have.” But dialoging with others in construc-
tive ways has always been her strong suit. With years
of experience working in the Digital Studio, Natalie

is very comfortable helping others de-
velop projects; this translates well as she
helps other TAs develop lesson plans and
incorporate digital technology into their
pedagogy.

In her free time, she cuddles her kittens,
reads teen novels, enjoys flea-marketing,
and dances around her apartment be-
tween prelim readings.



